THE 1ST Xl CONQUER ASHFORD TOWN    Ashford  151,  1st  Xl  152  for  5 

	There is a certain symmetry between ourselves and Ashford Town – we were both promoted to the Second Division in the same year but  were denied the opportunity of going up as champions on the last day of the season  having travelled to their ground only for the rain to prevent any play – and although they subsequently suffered relegation they soon bounced back and, by and large, have got the better of us ever since 
	Last year they beat as convincingly at Hayes – by eight wickets – whilst overnight rain induced a ‘phone call from their skipper that saved us a journey after we had all assembled at the Hill. We were the hosts this time and, having won the toss, it was no surprise that Ashford elected to bat on a wicket that looked full of runs and an outfield that was cut to its roots 
	Ishmail September bowled the perfect first over, giving their potentially dangerous opener, who always likes to attack the ball, no opportunities at all and with the third ball of the next over Dave Ellicott-White totally bamboozled their skipper as the timbers flew. 
	This was Dave’s first wicket of the season, it had taken him 123 balls,  but having got the taste he soon made it 8 for 2 and when Ishmail and Jon Rodda both struck Ashford were struggling on 28 for 4 – advantage Old Wilsonians 
	However, Luke Reeves (46) and Jarrod Casey (38) then demonstrated that by observing the basics - playing each ball on its merit and looking for runs at every opportunity – there was nothing to fear from our potent attack before Casey offered a simple caught and bowled to DEW who accepted it with glee and then claimed his fourth wicket five balls later to show the scoreboard reading 103 for 6 
	Reeves continued to battle bravely before the ninth wicket, Ishmail removing his off stump, with the score on 141 and ten runs later Ishmail took the last wicket – and his third – to see Ashford all out in the 43rd over 
	DEW finished with 4 for 17, Ishmail 3 for 20, John Rodda 2 for 41 and ‘Mitch’ 1 for 25 in a good all-round bowling performance with only Eliot Bettridge, who had been so impressive in the first two games, failing this time 
	In reply we lost an early wicket – Josh Lawrence inexplicably attempting a hockey shot to a straight ball, but Velson and Matt Golding pushed the score along steadily until the former was caught at short-leg 
	Matt Abbett then joined the MG and the partnership came to an unfortunate end when the latter was run out  - attempting a seventh run is never a good idea, and when Syd Sherlock was trapped lbw we were 81 for 4. ‘Mabbs’ and Louis Pryor then progressed the score to 120 before the former lobbed a gentle catch to square leg and the skipper then saw  us home with no further alarms, ‘Mitch’ finishing on 20 not out and Louis 33 
	So we have got our own back on Ashford and will look forward to the return encounter in the box seat 
MOM: Dave Ellicott-White – was our most consistent bowler last season and the only surprise was that it had taken him until the third game to claim his first victim, his figures of 10-4-17-4 proving that he has not lost his touch 
(Velson) Devarajulu Lawrence.J Golding Abbett (Syd)Sherlock) Pryor Mitchell Rodda.J September Bettridge Ellicott-White 

				Averages 

				Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Run	HS		Avge

L. Pryor			3		2	43	33		43.00 
M.Golding			3		0	121	85		40.33
M. Abbett			3		0	119	65		39.67
(Syd) Sherlock 		3		1	54	36*		27.00
(Velson) Devarajulu		3		0	77	52		25.67 
M. Mitchell 			2		1	22	20*		22.00		
I. September 			1		0	17	17		17.00
J. Rodda			1		0	16	16		16.00
J. Lawrence 			2		0	34	27		11.33 
E, Bettridge 			1		0	4	4		4.00 
M. Mitchell 			2		1	22	20*		22.00		

Also batted:  D.Ellicott-White  11*      *Not out 

				Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

I. September			26.2	5	113	6	3 for 20		18.83 
E.Bettridge			26	1	104	5	3 for 36		20.80
D. Ellicott-White		30	5	85	4	4 for 17 		21.25
J.Rodda			30	1	129	4	2 for 49		32.25
M. Mitchell			30	1	123	3	1 for 25		41.00

Wicket-keeping   4  -  L. Pryor (4 ct) 
Catches   1 – Deverajulu,  Sherlock, Abbett, Ellicott-White., Lawrence  


FINE FIELDING  HELPS BEAT  WHITSTABLE   2nd   X1  221 for 6, Whitstable 205 for 8 

	A visit to Whitstable is always one that whets the appetite of batsmen as it boasts  - although I am not sure that is the right word – one of the smallest grounds in the league. Bowlers, on the other hand………….  
	Our hosts, sadly, are a Club in decline and Doug must have been disappointed to lose the toss only to be asked to bat first and anticipated a total in excess of 250. However only Siva (81) took full advantage of the  short boundaries and even then only hit five 4s in his commanding innings,  and although Whistable only took six  wickets they must have been pleased to restrict us to 221 
	Dan Seston (22), Nick Morley (26), Andrew Pomering (20) had all got in only to flounder,  whilst Kevin Carruthers remained 25 not out at the end 
	The Whitstable reply started encouragingly enough and at 103 for 2  in the 26th  over they looked to be the favourites.  However when Kevin Carruthers had Bart Johnson (33) neatly caught by Nick Morley the 2nds sensed they were in with a chance  and when Kevin had John Butterworth (27), their other danger man, caught behind things improved even more, although Whitstable still had nearly 20 overs, and six wickets  remaining to score the 103 runs they needed – game on, as they say 
	Albi Maddison, who had earlier taken two wickets and ran out Andrew Pomering when he looked set, now took centre stage with the bat and needed a willing accomplice to help him at the other end but failed to find one, with only Graham Alfred (18) being able to fit the bill, but there seemed to be  no urgency in his play and when he was eighth out there was only one ball left with Whitstable 18 runs short, with Maddison stranded on 48 not out 
	Kevin Carruthers was the pick of the bowlers to finish on 4 for 48 but with seven of the eight wickets falling to catches, and some sharp ground fielding defending those small boundaries, every aspect of the game was in evidence 
MOM;  Siva – a commanding innings and he must have been grateful for the fact that the game was not being played at nearby Chestfield when, in his 1st Xl days, a young lady taking a shower in a Flat above the ground caused him to lose his concentration  - and wicket! 
Steel.C (Dan)Seston (Siva) Sivaranjan Morley,N Pomering.A Dandeniya Carruthers.K (Andrew) Steel Pilgrim.D Forbes.D Hannah 



					Averages 

					Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Runs	HS		Avge

 (Andrew) Steel		3		2	53	34		53.00
(Siva) Sivaranjan		3		0	133	81		44.25
A. Pomering 			3		0	115	54		38.33
K. Carruthers			3		2	37	25		37.00 
N. Morley 			3		0	80	54		26.66 
 (Dan) Seston			3		0	65	32		21.66
S. Dandeniya			3		0	30	19		10.00
K. Carruthers			3		2	37	25		37.00 
C. Steel 			3		0	26	13		8.66

Also batted:  D. Pilgrim  33*,  D. Forbes  10*     *not out 


					Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

(Andrew) Steel 		30	3	114	7	3  for 35		16.28
D.Forbes			28	3	126	5	2 for 40		21.20
D. Pilgrim 			28	0	109	5	4 for 49		21.80 
K. Carruthers 			30	2	133	5	4 for 48		26.60
G, Hannah			26.5	0	130	4	2 for 51		32.25 


Wicket-keeping   5  -  S. Dandeniya  (5ct) 

Catches   3  -  C.Steel,  Carruthers.K,  2 – D.  Pilgrim,  D. Forbes  1 – (Dan) Seston,  (Andrew) Steel, Morley.N 



THREE OUT OF THREE FOR THE THREES   3rd  Xl  197 for 5,  Bexley  155 for  5 

	Defending a 100% record, and a total of 197 for 5, the 3rd Xl were in desperate need of inspiration with Bexley seemingly in control at 117 for 2 in the 30th over; enter Tom Sullivan to send a stump cart-wheeling and eventually coming to rest on the third man boundary – alright ‘Sully?’  
	After that our visitors found runs difficult to come by and managed just 38 from the remaining 62 balls of the game. Some good bowling figures, then? Miserly would probably be a better word, with Nathan Carpenter, 1 for 23, being the most economical, followed closely by  ‘Sully, 1 for 26, Matt Carruthers, 1 for 29 and Joe Jukes, 2 for 35 on a day which was hard work for the bowlers of both sides, only 10 wickets falling in the 80 overs 
	Our innings had been dominated by an out-standing fourth wicket partnership of 111 between Dan Nichols (83) and Jon Carpenter in 122 balls as they took on the Bexley bowlers in a fine display of batting seldom seen at Hawes Down, Dan in particular scoring prodigiously with a fine array of strokes to all parts of the ground 
	But Jon was not far behind him and hit the shot of the day – a towering six over the sight-screen – and was unlucky not to get that extra run that would have given him a well-deserved 50. Dan followed two runs later for a superb 83 after which Jeff Mascarenhas (17 n.o) and Nathan Carpenter (17 n.o) scored 33 runs from the remaining 34 runs leaving Bexley needing to score at almost five runs an over, which our tight bowling denied them 
	So it is now three wins out of three for the 3rd Xl; bring on the League’s end of season awards evening 
MOM: Dan Nichols – a magnificent knock, his eventual dismissal being more due to  a case of tiredness rather than a lack of technique 
Holland Nichols Allen Jukes.D Carpenter.J Mascarenhas Carpenter.N Carruthers.M Jukes.J Sullivan Nichols 

				Averages 

				Batting 

				Ings		N.O.	Runs	HS		Avge

J. Carpenter 			3		1	91	49		45.50
J. Mascarenhas		2		1	32	17*		32.00
D. Nichols 			3		0	94	83		31.33 
J, Holland			3		0	87	40		29.00 
L. Allen 			3		1	56	54*		28.00
D. Jukes			3		0	60	44		20.00
M. Carruthers 			1		0		3		3.00

Also batted: N. Carpenter 19* &  17*,   J. Jukes  12*       *Not  out 



					Bowling 

				Overs	Mdns	Runs	Wkts	Best			Avge

T. Sullivan			24	2	76 	6	3 for 22		12.66
N. Carpenter			20.5	2	71	5	3 for 29		14.20
J. Jukes 			24	2	94	6	3 for 22		15.66
M. Carruthers 			22	1	95	4	2 for 36		23.25 
R. Nichols 			22.5	1	98	4	2 for 24		24.50  

Wicket-keeping  6 – J. Mascarenhas  (6 ct) 

Catches   3  -  J. Holland,   1-  L. Allen, Nichols, Carpenter,J, Jukes.D, Jukes.J  


